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STATE CHAMPIONSHIP RECAP  STATE HIGHLIGHTS 

LaCrosse “Significantly Exceeds Expectations” at 2019 WIFA State 
Championship 
Article submitted by Calvin Naughton 
 

School districts throughout the state are graded out each 
year through a DPI report card, which includes factors related to 
student achievement and growth, closing of gaps and on track 
data. These criteria provide the basis of a “report card” style grade 
for each district. Districts that make great strides and promote 
student learning grade out very well. If Explore LaCrosse were a 
school district and the Wisconsin Interscholastic Fishing 
Association (WIFA) were the governing entity rating the 2019 
tournament hosts on hospitality, community support, natural 
beauty and fishability, they would receive a “Significantly Exceeds 
Expectations” rating. 

Nestled in the beautiful bluffs surrounding the Mississippi 
River and encompassing thousands of acres of fishable waters, 
Pools 7 & 8 provided the perfect backdrop for a high school ice 
fishing state championship and Explore LaCrosse truly rolled out 
the red carpet for this event. All of the more than 90+ teams and 
800+ students which pre-registered for the tournament found ideal 
accommodations, a supportive community, amazing natural beauty 
and excellent ice fishing. Explore LaCrosse worked closely with WIFA 
board member and tournament organizers Scott Lafler, VP Ted 
Bonde and President Wendy Dallmann to arrange headquarters at 
the LaCrosse Center. The venue was ideal for the Friday night 
pre-tournament dinner and awards ceremony and WIFA’s first 
indoor weigh in ceremony on Saturday. “Great 
facilities and great atmosphere for a high 
school ice fishing tournament!” commented 
WIFA board member Jason Brazzale of 
Prescott High School. With such a strong 
community organization supporting the 
festivities and the perfect location for a weigh 
in secured, all that was left was for the 
fish to cooperate. Although on 
tournament day the weather proved to be bitter cold, many teams 
found the fishing to be white hot.    

 

http://studentfishing.com/index.html


One of those teams included Pulaski, a small community 
between Green Bay and Shawano, some 200 miles from LaCrosse. 
Coach Phil Morgan and his crew of anglers spent the day in two 
locations on Lake Onalaska and off of Spillway Road, to secure 
their eventual winning bag of 402.5 inches of fish. For Morgan and 
his team the weekend was a culmination of effective practice time 
and near flawless execution on tournament day. It didn’t take long 
for the team to score a measurable Pike, a dandy 27+ incher which 
was quickly measured, photographed and released as required by 
tournament rules. It was the first of 8 pike caught by the team, 
allowing them to upgrade to a healthy 28 inch average by the end 
of the day! The second half of the squad fished near the airport 
lights for perch, panfish and bass with good success. Coach 
Morgan commented the high score was a little better than he 
thought it would be and when their total of 402.5 was placed on the 
scorecard, he began to wonder just how far up the leaderboard 
they would climb. Little did he know at the time, that Pulaski’s score 
would be more than enough to secure the teams first state 
championship! 

Typically the WIFA board keeps top five teams waiting in a 
“bullpen” area to announce the final results at the end, creating an 
exciting finish to the tournament. As Morgan glanced at the small 
group of coaches clustered together sharing tournament stories, 
he saw perennial powerhouses Wisconsin Rapids and Neenah along 
with North Fond du Lac and Appleton North. For coaches Pat Kolbe 
of North Fond du Lac and Mark Boyd of Appleton North, this would 
prove to be an exciting day, eventually securing the 2nd & 3rd 
places for their respective schools. Kolbe’s team would have a 
superb day on the ice as well. “I am extremely proud of our group of 
young men,” replied Kolbe, citing dedication and perseverance as a 
big part of their runner up finish. Their total of 392 inches was 
anchored by a Master Angler qualifying 20.25 inch largemouth 
caught by Zach Wendt. In a post tournament interview Kolbe noted 
they caught their fish in several locations including Gundersen 
Lutheran, Pettibone Park and in the backwaters of French Island.  
   
Fishing in only their 2nd 
state tournament, 
Appleton North quickly 
caught the eye of coaches 
throughout the state, 
making a run into the top 
ten standings finishing in 
3rd place with 383.75 
inches. For the team this 
was a significant jump in the 
standings after a 40th place finish in their first state appearance in 
2018. Their team was also well represented Friday night during the 
Master Angler awards ceremony where three students were 
recognized for their angling efforts throughout the year. According 
to Coach Boyd “This set the mood for Saturday, and our students 
fished really well during the tournament!” A flurry of more than 80 
inches including panfish upgrades and several game fish jumped 
the team up the leaderboard late in the tournament. Dawson 
Williams pulled a hefty 35” pike for the team.  According to Coach 

 
 

TOP 10 STATE FINISHERS 

1st Place:  Pulaski 
402.5” 

 
2nd Place:  North Fond Du Lac 

392” 
 

3rd Place: Appleton North 
383.75”  

 
4th Place:  Wisconsin Rapids CO-OP 1 

375.5” 
 

5th Place:  Neenah 1 
343.75” 

 
6th Place: Milton 

336” 
 

7th Place:  Appleton East 
334” 

 
8th Place:  Lakeland Union HS 

318.75” 
 

9th Place:  Burlington 1 
312.5” 

 
10th Place:  Marinette 

286.25” 
 
 
 
 

 



Boyd, “This young team benefits greatly from generous parent 
support, making this 3rd place recognition possible for our school.” 

Rounding out the top five were Wisconsin Rapids with 375.5 
inches and Neenah with 343.75. Both schools fell short of a repeat 
state championship but kept the top five finish in perspective and 
were genuinely excited for the teams finishing atop the 
leaderboard. “Coach Morgan was very influential with the state 
tournament in Shawano a few years ago and has a great passion 
for sharing his love of fishing with others,” commented Neenah 
Coach Chris Jones.  Jones also heaped on the praise for the 2nd & 
3rd place coaches. “Pat does so much for the WIFA, his school 
district and actively promotes high school fishing. He’s just an all 
around example of what the leader of a great high school fishing 
team looks like. As for Mark Boyd and his Appleton North crew, they 
just have a knack for competing on the ice and always seem to find 
big fish! Really excited to see both schools do well this year!” 

Throughout the 
weigh in, WIFA 
President and 
tournament emcee 
Wendy Dallmann 
interviewed 
students and 
coaches as they 
passed across the 
stage. Everyone 
was excited to 
share fishing 
stories and 
experiences from 
their time spent 
fishing the 
Mississippi River in 

LaCrosse. The crowd 
at the weigh in showed great support for every team, regardless of 
where they ended in the final standings, reminding everyone the 
true spirit of the WIFA lies in its positive sportsmanship and mutual 
respect for the outdoors. Teams and coaches have learned to 
appreciate and congratulate the success of others along with their 
own. Coach Morgan summed it up best when interviewed by 
Dallmann, “It’s time time for hugs and handshakes and to enjoy the 
accomplishments of the day.” Congratulations to Pulaski on their 
state championship, Explore LaCrosse and to the WIFA for another 
fantastic state tournament!  

Q&A with Coach Morgan 
Pulaski Coach 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Pulaski Red Raiders Fishing Team 2019 WIFA State Champions 

2nd Place - North Fond du Lac 

 
3rd Place - Appleton North 

 
 
 
 

 



MASTER ANGLER HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2019 

 

 

 

   

AUSTIN STANKOWSKI 
WISCONSIN RAPIDS CO-OP 

14 ENTRIES 

2019 WIFA Master Angler of the Year 
LOGAN SPICE 

DC EVEREST HS 
16 ENTRIES 

TREVOR ENGEL 
CAMPBELLSPORT HS 

14 ENTRIES 

Any veteran angler knows in order to consistently locate AND catch quality fish,  luck and coincidence are not a tackle 
box staple. In fact, the 2019 Master Angler Hall of Fame inductees Trevor Engel, Austin Stankowski, and the 2019 WIFA 
Master Angler of the Year Logan Spice  (16 qualifying fish) made everyone do a double-take as it seemed like deja vu 
from 2018. Qualifications for some fish were raised, some fish were taken off the list, and schedules were busier than 
ever this past year, yet these three hammers still submitted 14 fish or more to the program. Folks, these guys are 
making this look easy; trust the WIFA Board of Directors, it’s not. Board member Jason Brazzale was overheard at the 
LaCrosse State Championship saying “...I’m not sure I have caught 14 different Master Angler fish in my lifetime, let 
alone in one year.” One thing is for certain, fishing has three superb ambassadors with Trevor, Austin and Logan. 
These guys are well-spoken, humble, and all around good people. 
 
Submissions for WIFA’s 2020 Master Angler are currently being accepted. The program runs February 1 2019-January 
31, 2020. Coaches are asked to remind their student anglers about the Master Angler page on our website. Details on 
qualifying fish lengths, how to submit and a current leaderboard can all be found here:  
http://studentfishing.com/master-angler-wifa.html   

 

MASTER ANGLER LEADERBOARD  
(in alphabetical order)  

Current as of 04.01.19 
LOOKING AHEAD 

Nolan Stark--NFdL HS--3 entries 
 
 
Josh Arneson--Neenah HS--2 entries 
Chris Killion--Independence HS--2 entries 
Brendan Papesh--Appleton North HS--2 entries 
Devan Scheffler--Elk Mount HS--2 entries 
Cade Stankowski--WI Rapids CO-OP--2 entries 
Ben Weber--Neenah HS--2 entries 
Zach Wendt--NFdL HS--2 entries 
 
 
 
17 others tied at 1 entry 

SCHOLARSHIP APPS DUE:  May 1st, 2019 
 
 
OPEN WATER TOURNAMENTS:   
 
**Early Bird Border Battle:  April 27, 2019 
Menominee River & Bay of Green Bay 
 
**State HS/College BASS: June 8-9, 2019  
Madison Chain 
 
**Muscle Powered Pike Tournament:  Saturday, June 1, 
2019 Chippewa Flowage 
 
WIFA SUMMER BOARD MEETING:  July 14-16, 2019 
LaCrosse, WI 

 

 

http://studentfishing.com/master-angler-wifa.html


SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION 

Attention all WIFA coaches:  If you know of a senior angler who is deserving of a WIFA scholarship, please read on. Last year 
marked a huge step in meeting the WIFA Vision of providing to teams who compete in WIFA events, and that was to award 
$5,000 worth of scholarships to deserving WI HS seniors who also fished competitively for their school’s team. The amount 
handed out was quite impressive, however the 2019 scholarship cycle is shaping up to be even bigger.  
 
Here are the details: 

● Click on this link:  WIFA Scholarship Application 
● Complete and submit the application 

○ Make sure the essay AND letters of recommendation are attached 
○ Make sure the application is filled out completely and accurately  

● Applications are due May 1st, 2019 
 
Scholarship FAQ’s 
Q:  How are the letters of recommendation and essay submitted? 
A:  The Google Form created allows for individuals to attach the necessary paperwork at the appropriate time in the 
application. 
 
Q:  How are the applications scored? 
A:  A point-based scoring metric was created to allow consistent and accurate scoring between applicants 
 
Q:  Who is scoring the applications? 
A:  For 2019, WIFA board member volunteers will be used. In future scholarship cycles, we may try and seek out our top-tier 
sponsors and see if they would be interested in picking scholarship winners. 
 
Q:  Can I get a copy of the scoring metric? 
A:  Short answer--No. 
 
Q:  How much are the winners going to receive? 
A:  This will be decided once we see how many exceptional, completed applications we receive and how many winners we have. 
WIFA’s Board of Directors have voted to award UP TO $10,000 in scholarships for 2019.  
 
Q:  Will the applicant be contacted for verification purposes? 
A:  As long as they provide a functioning email address, yes. 
 

 
 

CABIN FEVER CURES:  WIFA BOARD MEMBERS FAVORITE LAKES TO FISH 

 
Lake Owen 

Bayfield Co. 1250 acres 
 

This lake should be on 
everyone’s “to fish” list. It is only 
a short drive from my cabin on 
the Red Cedar chain where my 
wife of 34 years and I spend 
most summer weekends. There 
are only two public access 
points for this lake--and they 

Big Green Lake 
Green Lake Co. 7920 acres 

 
If you are looking for giants of 
just about every species, then 
Big Green is the lake for you. 
Bass of both species over 5 
pounds are common, a booming 
Walleye population, giant 
Northern Pike and a growing 
population of big musky! Panfish 
are plentiful too. Whether you 
fish tournaments or for fun this 
lake is flatout a phenomenal 
fishery! My “PR” Musky, brown 
trout, lake trout, smallmouth 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

White Ash Lake 
Polk Co. 147 acres 

 
This little gem in 
northern Polk County 
doesn’t receive a ton 
of pressure; I haven’t 
seen more than two 
other trailers at the 
launch when I have 
been there and it 
provides a 
multi-species 
smorgasbord. If you 

 
 

Lake Tomahawk 
Oneida Co. 3462 acres 

 
Lake Tomahawk is a beautiful lake with 
20 feet of visibility. Its maximum depth is 
a small 84 foot hole just to the east of 
Ohlmsteads Island near the center of 
the lake. 70% of the lake is over 20 feet 
deep, the bulk of that being in the 50-60 
depth range. I have always been up for 
the challenge of fishing what I call one 
of the big deep clear lakes, and this 
one has it all. The shorelines contain 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdfLaKbEBmYzKQIZu3kkNuKHnOQyA51aMwqWqEUBV7PbrUb7A/viewform


are off the beaten path--so you 
can safely bet there will be 
minimal fishing pressure. Many 
days the only ones I am sharing 
the lake with are the loons.  
 
The water is crystal clear (over 
19 feet clarity according to 2018 
secchi disk readings), it has a 
good population of both 
largemouth and smallmouth 
bass, with good panfish, pike 
and walleye fishing as well. Lake 
Owen is a structure angler’s 
dream, with points, weed beds, 
humps and shoreline & 
submerged timber commonly 
seen throughout. Finally, it 
fishes much larger than its 
acreage would have you 
believe.  
 
--Scott Lafler WIFA Board 
Member Public Relations 
Committee 

and Largemouth ALL came from 
this lake. 
 
--Coach Jones Neenah 
 
 

*Editor's note*  
 
 Fun Fact:  many already know 
this, but for those that don’t, this 
is the deepest inland lake in WI, 
with a max depth of 263 feet. 
 
Fun Fact #2:  I saw a video from 
two years ago floating around 
Facebook that showed a bass 
tournament weigh in on Big 
Green Lake...the big bass for 
that tournament was over 8 
pounds. 

like to skip 
docks--which are 
plentiful on this lake, 
there are some 
tremendous 
largemouth in this 
water body, with 
multiple fish over 19” 
being a real 
possibility each time 
you head out there. 
This lake has plenty of 
nice eater-sized pike 
present, some big 
panfish and an 
occasional musky that 
meanders its way from 
the Apple River. It’s 
also small enough to 
fish areas multiple 
times without having 
to crank the big 
engine. 
 
--Coach Brazzale 
Prescott 

mixed areas of sand, fist sized rock to 
boulders as well as nice breaks 
featuring gorgeous weedbeds of 
cabbage and coontail that end at the 18 
foot level of the break. It also features 
over 70 mid-lake structures that make 
this lake a structure fisherman’s dream! 
 
The lake contains populations of Cisco 
and Panfish (Crappie, Bluegill and 
Perch), along with Smallmouth and 
Largemouth Bass. It also is a Walleye 
and Musky fisherman’s dream lake. Its 
Walleye population is currently under 
extra management from the WDNR in 
partnership with the Lac du Flambeau 
Tribe, GLIFWC and Walleyes for 
Tomorrow in an attempt to bring a 
spawning population back to 
somewhere between 3 and 5 fish per 
acre. I have had walleyes up to 30 in. 
and musky up to 50.5 in. in my boat. It is 
a smallmouth factory and largemouths 
are surprisingly abundant for its clarity. 
You have to give this one a try! 
 
Mark Benson--WIFA Board Member 
Advisory Committee 
 

 
 

BOARD MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: TED BONDE  THE LAST CAST 

Some call him “the man, the myth, the legend”. Others know him by a wide 
variety of nicknames:  “The Wild Card”, “Hyper Ted”, “Spazzy Teddy”, or 
simply “that guy with fish carved into his beard”. In reality, Ted Bonde 
infuses WIFA with an energy that is second to none. Read on to find out 
about WIFA’s charismatic Vice President, Ted Bonde. 
 
College attended:   Lakeshore Technical College, UW Sheboygan, and UW 
Stout  
 
Major : Technology Education with an emphasis on Engineering and Design 
 
HS currently teaching at:  Kiel High school 
 
Years Kiel has had an ice team :  4 years 
  
Reason for serving WIFA:  Without fishing and the people that brought 
fishing into my life, I would have gotten in a pile more trouble. Fishing gives 
me the adrenaline rush I love without the need for dangerous or illegal 
activity. 
 
Ultimate Goals for WIFA :  Create the world's largest high school fishing 
organization that gets kids into the outdoors and promotes conservation 
while preserving the future of family vacations and fishing trips for the 
tourist industry for years to come. 
 
Summary of notable finishes:  In 2013 I had a team from New Holstein High 
school on the East shore of Lake Winnebago and we won the state 
tournament. We had 2 kids that made a move with 2 hours left and 
stumbled upon a 1.5lb crappie and 3 jumbo whitebass. Our local teams also 
fished in a fun little event that we called the Cheeseball challenge. Kiel and 
Chilton brought students out to compete for a Bucket of Cheeseballs! Kiel 

THE MOVE TO  PAPER 
 
By:  Denny Nowakowski 
 
Iphone’s with facial recognition, 
MLF’s new bass league with 
real-time weights and scores 
posted for every competitor to 

see, robots that vacuum your house at a set 
time each day and 3-D printers used for much 
more than a high school CAD assignment. The 
list really goes on and on. Technology is 
certainly an exciting and ever-changing entity. 
It is nearly certain some (or many) of WIFA’s 
student anglers will end up with careers in the 
workforce that either directly or indirectly use 
or even produce technology. 
 
In the world of fishing, technology has driven 
both open water fishing and the “ice revolution” 
as the venerable Dave Genz puts it. Quite 
frankly, technology has reduced the learning 
curve tremendously and provides an avenue for 
relatively new people to the sport of fishing to 
have success at an increased rate. Any angler 
worth his/her salt knows this technology will not 
put fish on the ice or in the livewell for us, but it 
makes things easier than when triangulation 
and the whole idea of 
search-stumbleupon-remember-that- 
rock-hump-for-future-trips was the only way to 
go. One needs to look no further than the most 
futuristic technology ol’ Denny has seen: 

 



became cheeseball champions and this next year we plan to have all of the 
schools bring their own bucket of cheese balls for the trophies. Last year 
we were excited to place 13th at Minocqua with only 1 day of prefishing. 
 
Favorite species of fish:  For Tournaments-Bass, for family trips- Bluegills 
and Crappies, for fun and excitement-Pike, and for my summer 
job-Rainbow Trout 
 

 

 

Garmin’s Panoptix with LiveScope for ice fishing 
(which, by the way, is super interesting and just 
plain cool). 
 
This past WIFA State Championship showcased 
a new variation of how each team scored 
points. A paper-only format was discussed and 
ultimately voted on at the WIFA Summer Board 
Meeting last June. It passed unanimously. The 
only catch was, figuring out how this would fare 
with the coaching staff of all 92 teams 
registered for state. After the event, word on the 
street was nearly all positive. The most common 
concern voiced:  it was tough to keep track of 
all these fish pictures.  
 
If that is the main concern, this paper format 
has exceeded expectations. It streamlines the 
“weigh-in” process, allows WIFA to provide 
conservation-minded optics to the wonderful 
communities hosting a high school event, yet 
still allows sustainable harvest to those desiring 
a delicious and healthy meal. Kudos to  WIFA’s 
board for using a forward thinking approach to 
the one “problem” facing this organization: 
competitive High School ice fishing is becoming 
more and more popular and the amount of 
teams at state has grown leaps and bounds in 
less than five years. 
 
By the way, my answer to the issue of keeping all 
the fish lengths/pictures organized is 
simple--use some technology. 
 
Until next issue, tight lines.  
 
Denny 

 

 


